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WILD Workshop: MDWA Belonging Community Conversation
Part 2 of 3 Part Series:
Racism: How does it shape our
community?

previous session:

Thursday, November 5, 2020
via Zoom 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm

Our small group discussions will
culminate in an inspirational
December program where we
will continue to learn about
Imagine Fox Cities, Belonging, and
insights from our own Belonging
Conversations.

Imagine Fox Cities’ (IFC)
Community Conversations are
coming to MDWA’s WILD
workshops. We are hosting a
series of three conversations to
explore and share our experiences
and thoughts on race, racism,
and anti-racism with each other
in safe, supportive small group
discussions. Increased fluency in
these topics related to racial justice
is an important leadership skill for
us as leaders in our community, our
businesses, and our organizations.
What better way to learn than with
MDWA and WILD?
To maximize your learning, we
recommend watching a few videos
for some individual

Race, Racism, Anti-Racism
Oct. 22, Nov. 5, Nov. 19

exploration prior to joining these
discussions. For our Part 2 Racism
conversations, please consider
watching:

“Uncomfortable Conversations with
a Black Man”: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=h8jUA7JBkF4&t=3s
Selections from Stanford
University’s RaceWorks, especially
“Undoing Racism”: http://
sparqtools.org/raceworks-videos/
Attendance at all three sessions
is strongly recommended, as
each session will build on the
discussions and themes from the

MDWA Women First Directory
https://middaywomensalliance.wildapricot.org/Women-First

Make plans now to attend the
conversations plus our program on
December 16.
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Executive Board

What’s Coming Up!

Presidents’ Message

December Program:
A Culmination of Belonging Conversations

It’s amazing that we are almost to the end of 2020.
We can all agree that this year has truly been a
test of our technology know-how and figuring
out how to stay connected while staying apart.
MDWA has weathered this and continued to bring
opportunities for us to stay connected.

Co-Presidents:

~ Mary Ann Bazile
~ Sarah Coenen

Presidential Advisor:
~ Irene Strohbeen

Vice President: Programs
~ Joann Mariahazy

Vice President: Membership
~ Sandi Rohde

Secretary:
~ Cathy Scott

Treasurer:
~ Sue Wolf

Join us in welcoming Dr. Kimberly Barrett
and Barb LaMue to this culmination of our
small group discussions. We will continue to
learn about Imagine Fox Cities, Belonging, and
insights from our own Belonging Conversations
from Dr. Barrett and hear about upcoming plans
with New North from Barb LaMue.
Register now to attend the last 2 conversations
listed below and this Program on December 16,
2020.
1. Racism: How does it shape our
community? November 5, 2020 https://
middaywomensalliance.wildapricot.org/
event-3996668

2. How to be an Anti-Racist? November 19,
2020 https://middaywomensalliance.wildapricot.
org/event-3995429
3. December Program https://
middaywomensalliance.wildapricot.org/
event-3912050

As we mentioned last month, we are continuing
to develop our partnership with WWBIC. We also
have begun our belonging conversations. There is
still time to join the conversations, so please visit
our website to join in. Our program on December
16th will wrap up these conversations and help us
to bring to light the information uncovered during
these conversations.
As always, we are still trying to stay connected;
our committees are developing meaningful virtual
events to ensure we stay connected. Please check
our website calendar for more information on the
various events MDWA has going on for the month
of November.
If anyone is interested in becoming more invovled
in MDWA, check out the various committees on
our website or reach out to us and we can help
match your interests with a committee role.

Newsletter Courtesy Of:

Happy Thanksgiving!

Sarah Coenen and MaryAnn Bazile

Sara Mullen-Hornung
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Member Spotlight: Roberta Adams
Roberta Adams, the owner of Cutting Etch Studios, offers
creative laser engraved designs on a wide variety of materials,
including wood, glass, crystal, acrylic, leather, canvas, and
more. She creates custom designs for her customers’ and
makes unique, one-of-a-kind gifts and home décor. Roberta
offers options for large corporate orders down to single item
creations, all while offering the same personable service and
great pricing. She loves making her customers visions or ideas
come to life! And if a customer struggles with ideas, Roberta
excels at producing designs that capture the essence, character,
and quality of the customer’s message and information.

MDWA Networking
Nov. 10, 12:30 p.m.
Nov. 18, 5:30 p.m.

2019 was the first full business year for Roberta and her
Cutting Etch Studios – and then COVID-19 hit, which shut
down bringing people to her studio, prevented her physical
presence at shops and malls, etc., and, certainly, brought
revenue loss. Roberta was poised to sign a lease and sign on
two employees at the beginning of 2020.
A silver lining to her situation, explains Roberta, may be that
her business grew so fast in the beginning before she had all
the processes in place that she has been able to use this “lull
time” to create new designs, build relationships and get her
website onto a more useable platform.
Roberta says people are still shopping and buying but in
different ways. She believes COVID taught her that there
are other markets for her business. Reflecting on moving
her business more virtual, Roberta laments that, “being a
one-person show”, it is one thing to pivot and learn social
media, but social media keeps changing, which is frustrating
to a business owner who is not an expert in all social media
aspects. But help may be on the way, as Roberta intends to
bring on a person who will focus solely on technology and
social media.
Sales are not where she planned them to be after three
quarters, but she is grateful she has a business and, right now,
people are still shopping. Roberta has tried out a few virtual
shows and is still learning how to make them more successful.
“Virtual shows can be a tough sell,” says Roberta. “People
want to touch and feel especially engraving, so they are sure
of the material and look. Colors on the screen are not always
an exact match to the actual color that the customer is looking
for.” But Roberta emphasizes that when she sets up a virtual
show, the residual sales are what needs to be evaluated. With
the Christmas shopping season starting soon, leaving that
lasting impression for customers to come back to is what’s
important!
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Join the
Conversation

Roberta will have a kiosk at the Fox River Mall, just outside
the food court, for the month of December. She will have it
stocked full of her insulated tumblers, water bottles, BruMate
products, maple syrup buckets, drinkware accessories, slate
and leather products, wine accessories, and much more!
Roberta likes to offer customers a one-stop shop experience
as much as possible, so bringing on new product lines to
accentuate her products makes that possible.
And of course, custom engraving orders will be offered as
well, which she loves! She can produce and engrave almost
anything from funny and not appropriate for work cups,
military and medical, faith and family, wedding, anniversary,
and child designs to name a few. All of these can be placed
on any of her products and can be customized as well. Visit
her website at www.cuttingetchstudios.com to see many of
her design options. And remember, if you do not see what you
are looking for, just let her know, as she can get that creative
energy going to create it for you.
Even though 2020 and COVID have brought many additional
challenges to small businesses like Roberta’s, she continues
to look for ways to find joy and laughter in life. She exclaims,
“I am grateful for the blessing our Heavenly Father gives and
enjoy the opportunities that brings!”

Cutting Etch Studios
Roberta Adams, Owner
Cuttingetchstudios.com
815.931.0032

Meet business
professionals from
across the Fox Cities
via virtual conference.
Discuss what's affecting
our businesses and ﬁnd
out what we're all
doing to help.

Register now at
http://middaywomensalliance.
wildapricot.org/

Thursday, Nov. 5, 2020
is canceled

The First Thursday Women’s Networking Group
meets the first Thursday of every month to network
with other women in the Fox Cities Community. In
an effort to bring more networking events to MDWA,
but also not re-invent the wheel, why not join their
group and meet even more people!
Watch Facebook and/or the December Messenger
for the First Thursday updates.
Networking Co-chairs for MDWA coordinating
MDWA’s attendance for First Thursday Event
Julie Arndt and Candi Teachman

ADVERTISE IN THE MESSENGER!
Ask Us How?

Every piece is a story.
W H AT S T O R Y C A N
I HELP YOU TELL?

GrayHatCreations.com
Chamber
Connection
/ April 2018
I 5
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Thank You Veterans for Serving Our Country!

Esther “Cody” Splitt

• Appleton, WI
• US Navy
• 1942-1945
• Assigned to Naval Intelligence – worked on Japanese
Code & in Personnel
• WWII
• Very proud of my service and
learned not to be a quitter.
• Used the GI Bill to go on
to Law School. Without it, I
wouldn’t have been able to
afford it.
• Proud to say, “I’m a woman
veteran” and it’s all about
veterans helping veterans.

• US Navy
• 1952-1954
• Assigned to Photo Lab in
DC
• Korean Conflict
• Loved the service. Made me
appreciate this country & the
Flag.
• I realized how those who
served should be appreciated
& supported.
• As many others have said:
Freedom isn’t free.

Doris Knapton
Carleen Smith

• Appleton
• US Navy
• 1973-1978
• Yeoman – Secretary Aviation
Schools, NATTC Memphis &
ComSubPac, Pearl Harbor
Vietnam Order and Discipline
• The public is not aware that
if not for the military, we
would not have the freedoms
we have.
6

Jessica Williams

Maureen O’Brien
Radtke

• US Air Force
• 1966-1967
• Communications Ctr
Specialist
• Vietnam Era
• My time in the service provided a lifelong sense of self
& confidence. I totally respect
the US Armed Forces for the
bravery & self-sacrifice; made
by our servicemen so all Americans can remain free to pursue
our dreams.

middaywomensalliance.wildapricot.org

Tiffany Koehler

• US Army
• 1990-2004
• Locomotive Dispatcher/
Behavioral Science Specialist
• Cold War-Post 9/11
• It was an honor to serve our
great nation. I learned much
and enjoyed working with
fellow soldiers from every
background.
• Freedom is not free. I encourage everyone to serve.
• My fellow veterans are my
extended family. One percent
of the American population
raises their hands to defend
the Constitution against all
enemies foreign and domestic. Think about that...willing
to give the ultimate sacrifice;
many have. Lets pray one day
war will be no more.

• Neenah, WI
• US Army
• 2011-2020
• Human Resource Specialist
(42A, Postal Operations (F5),
Career Counselor (79V)
• Biggest impact: competing in
the Best Warrior Competition
of 2015. It is a competition
among Soldiers at Company,
Battalion, Brigade, and Division levels. It is a gruesome
3-day event focusing on various missions to include land
navigation, interview in front of
the board, weapon qualification,
combative, medical, essay writing, responding to emergencies,
physical fitness, and various
other tasks
• Skills gained in military:
Veterans are people you can
heavily trust and rely on in
almost all situations. Due to my
enlistment I was able to connect
with thousands of Veterans
and their families and serve
as a Veteran advocate, subject
matter expert in resume writing
and interviews, and community
member assisting those transitioning into the civilian world.
The United States Army truly
provided more than I could
even begin to share – structure,
resiliency, and leadership to
name a few. These, among
many others, have enhanced
and advanced my professional
and personal career.

Nancy Packett

• Appleton, WI
• US Marine Corps
• 1955-1961
• Chaplain’s Receptionist/
Drill Instructor
• Peacetime
• Enjoyed every minute & am
very proud I served. Loved
the camaraderie & friendships
I made and still have contact
with several today.
• More people should enlist &
serve. We should all pray for
peace & an end to Covid-19.

Jennifer Passehl
McIntyre

2016 Cody Splitt - Flag Day Parade (MDWA co-founder)

Pamela Kotche
Pamperin

Florence (Mickey)
Fiedler Parker

• US Navy
• 1953-1954
• Hospital Corps Wave at Naval Medical Center, Bethesda,
MD
• Korean Conflict
• The Navy taught me to really
honor our flag and what it
stands for.
• When we joined we willingly
signed a contract, where we
will defend our nation no matter what and we’ll do it gladly.

• Appleton
• US Navy
• 1974-1977
• Yeoman - Personnel Officer
Records, Naval Investigative
Service Headquarters, DC
• Vietnam
• So proud to have been part
of the Navy, didn’t realize
how much I missed it until
later on – wish I would have
reenlisted - my greatest regret.
• Watching how Vietnam
combat veterans were treated,
I never wanted to see another
veteran treated like that. Saying “Thank You for Your
Service” is such a small thing
but so powerful.

Rachel Passehl

• Sheboygan Falls, WI
• US Air Force
• 2016-2020
• Airfield Management –
responsible for maintenance
of runways, lighting and other
airfield components
• Peacetime
• The military taught me skills
such as integrity, attention to
detail, leadership, and problem-solving techniques that I
will use in my future work.
• I was proud to be part of a
force bigger than myself that
fought for people’s freedom
and security.

• Minneapolis, MN (formerly
Sheboygan Falls, WI)
• US Army
• 1988-1991
• Military Intelligence Morse
Code Signals Interceptor
Served during Gulf War
• I learned the value of taking
the time to understand where
others were coming from
based on their background
experiences and part of the
country they grew up in, as
well as how to develop a
strong team through building
the strengths in others.
• The opportunity to serve our
country was a tremendous
honor for me. I have immense
pride in our nation as a place
where you have the freedom
to live your life as you
choose, to raise your family,
and be a part of a community
that supports and values
differences, as this is what our
country was built on from the
beginning.

Thank You
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Thank You Veterans!
NOTE: Cody is 101 this year! This article is from 2019.

Sept. 30 2017 All services women veterans
36th Annual Lunch.

2018 Memorial Day Parade Participants

Resources & Tips for Schooling in These Covid Times

Wed., November 18, 2020
via Zoom
11:30 am – 1:00 pm

Resources & Tips for Schooling in
These Covid Times

** Ted Neitzke has been a
professional public school educator
for over 25 years. He is a son,
brother, husband, father, teacher,
coach, principal, superintendent,
and now the CEO of CESA 6
(Cooperative Educational Service
Agency) out of Oshkosh. He has
several degrees, really enjoys fish
tacos and music of all genres, and
has a weakness for dark chocolate
M&Ms!

thousands of educators around the
country. He demonstrates the power
every individual carries to influence
other people through optimism
and cognizant leadership. Ted
After just ten minutes with Ted, you has been a teacher, principal, and
will be energized by his optimism
superintendent. Ted is also the host
and passion for leadership. You will and creator of “The Smart Thinking
also have an understanding of why
Podcast,” which is dedicated
the people who know him best say
to supporting leadership in the
that he is “contagiously energetic,
classroom, the boardroom, and in
insanely curious, service orientated, life by sparking reflection, action,
and passionate about the young
collaboration, and empathy.
people of our world.”
** Brenda Leopold is a local
Ted is a motivational keynote
entrepreneur who solves problems
speaker who has presented to
8
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for businesses through shared
spaces, powerful connections, and
resource partnerships. As a founder
of World HeadQuarters Wisconsin,
her leadership has answered the
need for working parents with
children who are part of virtual/
distance learning. Brenda will share
with us “Kids HQ” and its benefits
in support of families, school
districts, and most importantly, our
children.
Register: https://
middaywomensalliance.
wildapricot.org/event-3912049
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MDWA Toastmasters Highlights
Check out the MDWA Toastmasters!

Our MDWA Toastmasters Club is only 3 new
members away from being recognized as a President
Distinguished Club. This is the highest honor in all of
Toastmasters International. As you know, when you
become a member of our club, as a member benefit,
you will be reimbursed for your 6-month membership
as soon as you take the skill assessment on the
educational track (called Pathways), contact your
assigned member mentor, and participate in your first
ice breaker speech.

• Toastmasters Meeting
Thursday, Nov. 19, 2020

Toastmaster International’s website
www.toastmasters.org
Calling all Makers – Deadline was Extended!

12:00 PM - 1:30 PM
Location: Zoom

We’re looking for makers that would like to participate in a small show via Facebook November 28-30 (Small
Business Saturday through Cyber Monday). If you’d like to exhibit with fellow small business owners online
and promote a little awareness about your product and process, go to http://makerstogether.com/makers-meetjuried-artisan-fair/ for details, or fill out the form online at: https://forms.gle/4xXNgTFw3DMnY4Vt7

• Toastmasters Meeting
Thursday, Dec. 17, 2020

Deadline extended to this Tuesday, November 3; contact Candi Teachman with questions!

12:00 PM - 1:30 PM
Location: TBA

Get Involved! Join an MDWA committee!

As it goes with all areas of life, you get out of
MDWA what you put into it!

• Toastmasters Meeting
Wednesday, Jan. 27, 2020

To truly experience the rewards of belonging to our
organization and to maximize your connections
with other women in the group, get involved on a
committee or in a program.

12:00 PM - 1:30 PM
Location: TBA

MDWA is 100% driven by its member volunteers
and its success is entirely dependent upon the
contributions of the women who choose to be
involved.
“You don’t have to see the whole staircase, just
to take the first step”

I www.clintonvillewichamber.com
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~ Martin Luther King

For information about a committee, visit our
website for list of vacancies.

https://middaywomensalliance.wildapricot.org/
Join-a-Committee
MDWA
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MDWA
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/ October
20201111

MDWA Calendar
• MDWA Lunch and Learn
Wednesday, Nov. 4, 2020
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM

• WILD: MDWA Belonging Community
Conversation – Part 2 of 3
Thursday, Nov. 5, 2020
6:30 PM – 8:00 PM

• MDWA Legislative Meeting - with Guest
Friday, Nov. 6, 2020
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM

• 2nd Tuesday Virtual Networking
Tuesday, Nov. 10, 2020
12:30 PM – 1:30 PM • Via Zoom

• MDWA Board Meeting

Wednesday, Nov. 11, 2020
11:30 AM – 12:30 PM • Via Zoom

WILD Workshop: MDWA Belonging Community Conversation
Part 3 of 3 Part Series:
How to be an Anti-Racist
Thursday, Novembere 19, 2020
via Zoom 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm

Imagine Fox Cities’ (IFC)
Community Conversations are
coming to MDWA’s WILD
workshops! We are hosting a series
of three conversations to explore
and share our experiences and
thoughts on race, racism and antiracism with each other in safe,
supportive small group discussions.
Increased fluency in these topics
related to racial justice is an
important leadership skill for us
as leaders in our community, our
businesses, and our organizations.
What better way to learn than with
WILD?

To maximize your learning, we
recommend watching a few videos
for some individual exploration
prior to joining these discussions.
For our Part 3 Anti-Racism
conversations, please consider
watching:
Tim Wise speaking on AntiRacism from the Imagine Fox
Cities’ convening “Anti-Racism,
Belonging, and Community”
starting at the 1:40:00 minute
mark; find link on IFC homepage:
https://www.imaginefoxcities.com/

CBS News interview with Robin
Diangelo and Ibram X. Kendi on
white privilege and anti-racism:
www.cbsnews.com/video/authorsrobin-diangelo-and-ibram-x-kendion-how-to-become-aware-ofprivilege/#x

Attendance at all three sessions
is strongly recommended as
each session will build on the
discussions and themes from the
previous session:
Race, Racism, Anti-Racism
Oct. 22, Nov. 5, Nov. 19

Our small group discussions will
culminate in an inspirational
December program where we
will continue to learn about
Imagine Fox Cities, Belonging, and
insights from our own Belonging
Conversations. Make plans now to
attend the conversations plus our
program on December 16.
Register for Part 3 of 3: https://
middaywomensalliance.
wildapricot.org/event-3995429

• November Program: Resources & Tips
for Schooling in These Covid Times

Follow MDWA On the Go !!!

We have social media, email, and website.
MDWA Website:
middaywomensalliance.wildapricot.org
MDWA Facebook:
@MidDayWomensAlliance
MDWA Toastmasters Facebook:
@MDWAToastmastersClub
MDWA YouTube:
Mid Day Women’s Alliance

Wednesday, Nov. 18, 2020
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM • Via Zoom

• Virtual Networking
Tuesday, Nov. 18, 2020
5:30 PM • Via Zoom

• WILD: MDWA Belonging Community
Conversation – Part 3 of 3
Thursday, Nov. 19, 2020
6:30 PM – 8:00 PM

Wednesday, November 4, 2020

• MDWA Toastmasters

• Who we are and what we do to empower women.

NOTE: Date Change
Thursday, Nov. 19, 2020
12:00 PM – 1:30 PM • Via Zoom

MDWA LinkedIn:
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3941801/

• Happy Thanksgiving

MDWA Twitter:
@MidDayWomen

• Shop Small Saturday - All Day
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Thursday, Nov. 26, 2020
Saturday, Nov. 28, 2020

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

• Want to learn more about Mid-Day Women’s Alliance?
Come to our Lunch & Learn!

Join us and learn about the opportunities Mid-Day has. Find out how to
get involved and get the most from your membership.
*** NOTE: Everyone is Welcome ***
Register:
https://middaywomensalliance.wildapricot.org/event-3625322
MDWA
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Updates by Irene Strohbeen,
Presidential Advisor

Legislative Moment:

The Main Street Alliance
WWBIC Presents...

“Cup of Joe” Networking Event
Friday, November 13 | 8:00 - 9:00 am
th

Online Zoom Webinar
(access link will be emailed 1 business day prior to event)
Fueled by entrepreneurs, this FREE virtual networking event is for those who are focused on growing
their business, expanding their business networks, and getting fresh ideas for their business. This virtual
event will feature local small business owners and their journey!
All are welcome. Join us to connect with other like-minded entrepreneurs and get inspired!

OUR SPEAKER
SAUL NEWTON
Executive Director | Wisconsin Veterans Chamber of Commerce
Saul Newton is a native of Waukesha, WI and US Army Veteran. In
2015 Saul founded the Wisconsin Veterans Chamber of Commerce
and currently serves as the organization’s Executive Director.
With more than a decade of nonprofit, advocacy, and public policy
experience, Saul is a tireless advocate for Wisconsin’s Veteran and
business communities. In 2019, Saul was appointed by Governor
Tony Evers to serve as a Business Representative to the Governor’s
Council on Workforce Investment.

We are excited to spread the news that Main Street
Alliance (MSA) is now here in Wisconsin, and we
will be hosting its new director for the state at our
Legislative committee meeting on Friday, November
7, 2020!
MSA is an advocacy organization built on a
network of over 30,000 small businesses in 11
states to provide a voice to small businesses on
the most pressing public policy issues across the
nation. Small businesses understand that the local
economy is critical to a thriving community, and
that government has a role to play in support that
economy as well as cultivating the entrepreneurial
spirit.

MSA’s top legislative priorities align with our
MDWA platform, so we welcome the opportunity to
collaborate with them:
1. Paid family and medical leave insurance
2. Affordable health care

3. Accessible and affordable child care

Board Committee Chairs
Finance
		

Sarah Coenen,
Mary Ann Bazile
(acting)

Foundations

Joann Mariahazy

Legislative

Irene Strohbeen,
Sandi Rohde

Bylaws		

Kate Moody

Public
Relations

Joanna Thoms,
Yvonne Kehl

Social Media
& Newsletter

Sara Mullen-		
Hornung

Leadership
(WILD)

Joanna Thoms

Mentoring

Traci Powell,		
Irene Strohbeen

Networking

Julie Arend,
Candi Teachman

Shawn Phetteplace, new WI state director, will
join us via zoom on Friday November 7 at 11:30 to
introduce us to MSA, as well as learn about MDWA
and our Legislative committee.
All are welcome to attend; please register here to
get the zoom link: https://middaywomensalliance.
wildapricot.org/event-3924584.

REGISTER: wwbic.com/classes | 414.263.5450
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Mission Statement

MDWA E-mail:

middaywa@gmail.com

The mission of the Mid-Day Women’s
MDWA Website: middaywomensalliance@wildapricot.org
Alliance (MDWA) is to promote equity for
Mailing Address: PO Box 334, Appleton, WI 54912
all women and to develop their potential
through Networking, Advocacy, Mentoring,
Design / Layout: Sara Mullen-Hornung / Cambridge
Education, and Skill Building.
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