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Congratulations Kate Moody – Ms. Moody Money
Kate Moody, owner of Ms. Moody Money, was
awarded the Mid-Day Women’s Alliance/CAP
Services Entrepreneur Grant at the recent MDWA
member meeting on August 19.
Each year since 2018, Mid-Day Women’s Alliance
(MDWA) in partnership with CAP Services
has supported a $2,000 grant, plus over $2,000
in business coaching services and networking
opportunities, for one woman grant recipient.
The judging panel was made up of Business and
Community leaders. They had the challenging
responsibility of choosing the Entrepreneur
Grant recipient from five very strong finalists.
All applicants are invited to reapply for the
Entrepreneur Grant in the future.
In addition, after hearing from each of the five
finalists, MDWA members in virtual attendance at
the member meeting had the privilege of selecting
the Members’ Choice Award 2020 recipient! The
Members’ Choice Award is new this year.
MDWA is pleased to announce Pamela Barnes,
owner of Xe54 Wine & Cocktail Lounge, as the
recipient of the Member’s Choice Award 2020.
Pamela will receive one year’s free membership in
MDWA.
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MDWA Toastmasters Highlights

Presidents’ Message

Executive Board

Who knew that Summer could fly by so fast! It seems
like only yesterday that summer was just starting and
now we are into September. Since March, we have
had to navigate many obstacles that COVID-19 threw
our way, which involved moving all of our events
virtual. We were able to adjust, learn new technology
skills, and get creative about how we could continue
to provide support to our MDWA members through
various events. The events that really seemed to
thrive during COVID-19 were our networking events
but, as the world continues to change around us, we
need to continue to develop even more creative ways
to continue our networking events. Please consider
joining MDWA’s networking committee or, if you are
not able to join but have some ideas to share, please
send us any ideas that you may have. We appreciate
any input from our members. We are so proud of the
continued efforts of MDWA’s members in navigating
COVID-19.

Co-Presidents:

~ Mary Ann Bazile
~ Sarah Coenen

Presidential Advisor:
~ Irene Strohbeen

Vice President: Programs
~ Joann Mariahazy

Vice President: Membership
~ Sandi Rohde

Secretary:
~ Cathy Scott

Treasurer:
~ Sue Wolf

Check out the MDWA Toastmasters!

Our MDWA Toastmasters Club is only 3 new members away from
being recognized as a President Distinguished Club. This is the
highest honor in all of Toastmasters International. As you know,
when you become a member of our club, as a member benefit, you
will be reimbursed for your 6-month membership as soon as you
take the skill assessment on the educational track (called Pathways),
contact your assigned member mentor, and participate in your first ice
breaker speech.

We have some great monthly programs coming up
in the next couple of months. This month WWBIC
(Wisconsin Women’s Business Initiative Corporation)
will be presenting on the work that WWBIC does
throughout the state.

Keeping with our motto, Developing the Potential of
All Women, we wish everyone an amazing September
and hopefully we will all be back in person soon!

Check out Toastmaster International’s website
www.toastmasters.org

Sarah Coenen and MaryAnn Bazile

Newsletter Courtesy Of:

MDWA Monthly Meeting
Wed., Sept. 16, 2020

Happy September
Birthday!

11:30 AM – 1:00 PM
Sara Mullen-Hornung
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Entrepreneur Grant: Finalists, Recipient, & Member’s Choice

Entrepreneur Grant Finalist!!
Alison Starr, Tashi Deley

Entrepreneur Grant Finalist!!
Candi Teachman, Gray Hat Creations

Alison is a motivational speaker focusing on emotional intelligence.
Emotions drive our thinking, thinking drives our behavior and our
behavior impacts every single relationship we have. Alison helps her
clients become more self-aware and live better. Tashi Deley is an ancient
Tibetan greeting that means “I see you, I honor the greatness within
you.”

Candi Teachman, Gray Hat Creations, creates Handmade Jewelry that
Accentuates Your Classic Style. Candi offers a custom jewelry design
process that allows her clients to participate through design, construction
and approval of each piece to make something not just special, but
memorable.

www.grayhatcreations.com

www.facebook.com/tashideleyalistarr

Member’s Choice Award!!
Pamela Barnes, X54 Wine & Cocktail
Lounge

Entrepreneur Grant Recipient!!
Kate Moody, Ms. Moody Money
Kate has created a simple system to take control over your money
because, as Kate says, “Even smart people feel dumb about money.”
Kate can show you how you can save for the future, travel, give
generously to causes you care deeply about, and enjoy nights out with
friends through education and support.

Xe54 (zee54) is a casual, offbeat American wine bar offering a
comfortable and casual approach to enjoying wine, craft beers,
and cocktails. In addition, Pamela is passionate about promoting
entrepreneurship and supporting local businesses. Together with a
coalition of fellow business owners Pamela is creating initiatives to
support and promote local business.

www.msmoodymoney.com

Entrepreneur Grant Finalist!!
Kimberly Stoeger, MS,
Nutritional Healing, LLC
Kimberly is a clinical nutritionist, specializing in nutrition counseling for
all ages and health conditions. Kimberly is a traveling private health care
provider, working within local companies, grocery stores, and the comfort
of her clients’ homes, changing people’s lives from the inside out.

www.nutritionalhealingllc.com
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www.xe54winbar.com.

Previous Grant Recipients were:

Amanda Santore, Little Food Co., 2018

Grant Program Partners:

Traci Powell, The Lemon Branch, 2019

Writing courtesy of Yvonne Kehl
autumnhillcreative.com
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MDWA Member Spotlight: Jennifer Brownell		

MDWA Calendar

Jennifer Brownell grew up in Madison, WI, and, as
,
soon as she could, moved to Los Angeles to get away
from the “mosquitoes and snow forever” and because
she “fell in love” with LA! Fast forward to having
earned Master’s Degrees in both Gerontology and
Health Administration and married with two children,
she decided maybe the Midwest with its snow and
insects really was a good place to raise a family and
moved to the Appleton area. We are so glad she did!

• Face-to-Face Networking
Tuesday, Sept. 8, 2020

7:30 AM – 9:00 PM
Copper Rock - Downtown OR Via Zoom
210 E College Ave., Appleton, WI

Jennifer has a 20-year tenure as a nursing home
administrator. About four years ago, she changed
her status to an Independent Special Care Planner
and Financial Services Representative associated
with West Point Financial Services. As a consultant,
she uses her background, education, and passionate
commitment to provide individuals with the resources
they need to make financial decisions to make their
financial future as successful as they want it to be.
One of her specialties is preparation for Long Term
Care (because it’s not a question of if, but when).
While in the nursing home, many times, she found
herself working with individuals in crisis with either
money or health or both. Her passion lies in assisting
people to plan for a time of health and money in
advance and prides herself in getting to know each
client so that she understands their individual needs
and what matters most to them. With this approach,
she can recommend products and strategies designed
to meet the current, and more importantly, the future
needs of her clients.
Jennifer works with individuals from the “pre-retired”
to the retired and finds that she has a good number of
younger clients often too busy with school and kids
to think about future finances. She cautions us to not
think a crisis or financial situation won’t happen to
us and to protect ourselves with a financial long-term
plan. She knows first-hand how quickly a health or
financial situation can arise for which plans need to be
made, since people close to her have found themselves
in this situation, as well as her raising a son with
Down Syndrome and Autism and planning for his
future.
6
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Follow MDWA On the Go !!!

We have social media, email, and website.
MDWA Website:
middaywomensalliance.wildapricot.org
MDWA Facebook:
@MidDayWomensAlliance
MDWA Toastmasters Facebook:
@MDWAToastmastersClub
Benefits offered by Jennifer:

• Gain a greater understanding of government 		
benefits

• Understand some of the techniques available to help
preserve government benefit eligibility for SSI and
Medicaid
• Understand financial issues in special needs 		
planning, including funding special needs trust
• Understand the benefits of a Letter of Intent

• Learn about the role of a guardian and conservator
with respect to their special needs dependent
• Determine how much money is needed to fund a
lifetime of quality care
Contact Jennifer at: 920 931-2611
jbrownell@financialguide.com
OR Like Us on Facebook
Jennifer Brownell – Financial Services
Representative

MDWA YouTube:
Mid Day Women’s Alliance
MDWA LinedIn:
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3941801/
MDWA Twitter:
@MidDayWomen

Happy
Labor Day!

(Free Parking until 9:00 AM)

• MDWA Board Meeting
Wednesday, Sept. 9, 2020

11:30 AM – 12:30 PM • Via Zoom

• Fall 2020 Mentee Training
Tuesday, Sept. 15, 2020
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM • Via Zoom

• September Program –
Bringing Visions to Reality
Wednesday, Sept. 16, 2020

11:30 AM – 1:00 PM • Via Zoom

• Fall 2020 Mentor Training
Tuesday, Sept. 22, 2020
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM • Via Zoom

• MDWA Toastmasters
Wednesday, Sept. 23, 2020

12:00 AM – 1:30 PM • Via Zoom

• First Thursday Women’s
Networking
Thursday, Oct. 1, 2020
TBA
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September Program: Bringing Visions to Reality
Join us to learn from President and CVO, Wendy
Baumann, and Regional Project Director, Julie Stoffel,
about the work WWBIC does across the State of WI.

Face-to-Face & Virtual Networking
2nd Tuesday
Join us as often as you would like, and bring a guest or invite some
potentially interested morning people to also join us, and discuss
different topics related to owning, operating, or working for a
business in the Fox Cities.
Open to anyone: members and potential members
For all of you early birds, here is an opportunity to meet and
network with your fellow members and guests.
Copper Rock downtown Appleton: 210 W College Ave.
(Parking is free on the street until 9 AM.)
** NEWER! Can’t make it? Now you can Zoom!
- Be sure to bring business cards & always give one to either Candi
Teachman or Julie Arend so you can be entered to be the Monthly
Member Spotlight!
- Bring a current concern or difficulty you are having with your
business/career, and pick our brains. MDWA has a huge array of
talent, let’s use it!!!
- Know someone who is looking for a new networking event or
is interested in seeing what MDWA is all about? Be sure to bring
them along. The more the merrier!
• Register:
https://middaywomensalliance.wildapricot.org/event-3883908
Questions? Interested in hosting a networking event? Want to join
the committee? Let us know!!
julie@juleztravel.com
or
grayhatcreations@gmail.com
8
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WWBIC is a leading innovative statewide economic
development corporation that’s been “Putting
Dreams to Work” since 1987. We open the doors of
opportunity by providing targeted individuals who
are interested in starting, strengthening, or expanding
businesses with access to critical resources such as
responsible financial products and quality business
and financial education

Topics Discussed:

a WWBIC loan client when she opened Cradle to
• Opportunities for individuals starting, strengthening, Crayons Learning Center, LLC in 2008. Her goal has
always been to provide children with developmentally
or expanding their businesses
appropriate experiences and activities tailored to
• Access to critical resources such as responsible
their individual learning needs in a high-quality early
financial products
childhood environment. With WWBIC’s assistance,
• Quality business and financial education
and the SBA, Julie scaled her business even further
to expand space and enrollment in 2013. Fast forward
Wendy Baumann, President and Chief
to 2018, she purchased a property, completed a largeVisionary Officer of WWBIC
scale build-out to suit an early childhood space,
tripled in enrollment size, having over 100 children
Wendy accepted this challenging position in the
community in 1994, providing the leadership required enrolled, had grown her staff to 24.
to ensure the achievement of WWBIC’s mission and
to uphold the philosophy of serving businesses owned WWBIC has been with Julie every step of the way.
When the Northeast WWBIC office opened in
by women, minorities, veterans, and low-wealth
Appleton, she knew she wanted to be a part of it.
individuals in Wisconsin.
Wendy’s personal mission has always been to improve
the financial well-being of others. This is exemplified
in her career choices and bountiful volunteer service.
In addition to Wendy’s commitment to WWBIC,
she led the team that launched Kiva Wisconsin,
drove development of the Milwaukee Public Market,
co-founded the national Association of Women’s
Business Centers, co-formed the Invest in Wisconsin
CDFI partnership, and currently sits on numerous
regional and national boards.

Julie Stoffel, Regional Project Director
for WWBIC

Julie has come full circle with WWBIC, as started as

In September of 2018, Julie was brought on as a
Small Business Consultant for WWBIC. She serviced
about 15 clients upon hire and in just over a year her
case load more than doubled. Julie’s work has been
instrumental in the success of many entrepreneurs in
the region. Meanwhile, with her business still running
strong, another opportunity opened within WWBIC,
and again, Julie continues to stand behind the work
and the mission, so moving into Regional Project
Director was a perfect fit.
Register via MDWA website:
https://middaywomensalliance.wildapricot.org/
event-3886503
Facebook tickets: https://www.facebook.com/
events/246407536349151
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who will lend her ear, experiences, and some of her
expertise to help you get out of your own way. You
choose the issues or topics you would like to focus on
and your Mentor will help you navigate through your
needs or help find appropriate resources to support
you.

Updates by Irene Strohbeen, Presidential Advisor

Join In on the Conversation!

MDWA will be hosting conversations about race,
racism, and anti-racism* so that we’re all better
educated on and sensitive to these issues. Imagine
Fox Cities is encouraging organizations to host
these discussions so that we can better contribute
to making our Fox Cities a place where everyone
can feel that they Belong. We will kick off these
discussions in October, so keep an eye out for more
information.
* You can find the discussion guides, as well as
other resources, at www.imaginefoxcities.com/
conversations-on-race/.

CAP Services Recognizes
MDWA

For Outagamie County, CAP Services gave a shoutout to MDWA as their National Non-Profit Day
partner for 2020. This recognizes the 3rd year of
our partnership to help support female entrepreneurs
in Outagamie County and our region! Thanks to
Kitty Johnson and Laura West for their support to
our Entrepreneur Grant program—we couldn’t have
done it without you!

Sept. 22nd

Legislative Update:
Sex Trafficking of Minors in
the Fox Valley
At our August Legislative Committee meeting,
Bonnie Coonen (mother-in-law of our member
Nancy Coonen) was our very special guest who
came to educate us on sex trafficking in the Fox
Valley. Bonnie has been fighting against sexual
assault for literally decades, establishing the Sexual
Assault Crisis Center here in 1978 and continuing
her work in other parts of our region and other
agencies. Since she retired in 2015, she has been
a volunteer with 5-stones to educate community
groups with, the mission of preventing human/sex
trafficking.

Last Chance – Looking for
Mentees and Mentors
MDWA wants to help you reach your potential by
matching an appropriate mentor to support you in
your journey to learn, grow, and get out of your
comfort zone! You’ll get matched with a Mentor

Our registration deadline has been extended to
Thursday, September 10! You must be a member
of MDWA to take advantage of this program as a
Mentee, but we sometimes recruit Mentors outside of
our membership roster when needed. Group training
sessions (via Zoom) are scheduled for September 15
(Mentees) and 22 (Mentors), so don’t delay.
Please contact Traci Powell at
thelemonbranch@gmail.com to register.

You can watch the Zoom recording of Bonnie’s
talk, which includes discussion about the “Safe
Harbor” bill, which has NOT passed the WI
Legislature yet, at this link: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=cWM2XW5u0H8.

Seeking Ideas to Help
MDWA Be Better

MDWA is looking for a few members who are
interested in participating in a focus group/
brainstorming session to gather ideas on ways we
could better support our member-owned businesses.
We want to hear your ideas PLUS discuss how
the Women First Business Directory could better
serve our members. If you would like to be a part
of this ad hoc group, please contact Sandi Rohde
(rohde.sandi@gmail.com) or Irene Strohbeen
(ibstrohbeen@new.rr.com) to learn more. Non-board
members only, please!
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Financial Benefits and Perks of Belonging
to Mid-Day Women’s Alliance

October
First Thursday Networking
Mark your calendars as we join forces with the First
Thursday Women’s Networking Group and make this a
standing event for networking to MDWA members and
guests, as well.
The First Thursday Women’s Networking Group meets
the first Thursday of every month to network with other
women in the Fox Cities Community. In an effort to
bring more networking events to MDWA, but also not
re-invent the wheel, why not join their group and meet
even more people!
Julie Arend or Candi Teachman are co-chairs of
this event. Please contact them with any questions.
Otherwise, one of them will always be present at the
event to handle any questions.
In addition, obviously bring business cards, but
remember to check-in that you were at the event by
giving Candi or Julie one of your cards. A card will be
selected from each event. When selected, you will have
the opportunity to have the spotlight shown on you and
your business to all of the members of MDWA!!
We hope to see you there, but be sure to start planning
your calendar going forward, as well! Anyone is
welcome, so bring a friend, bring a guest, or bring
someone you think might be a great fit for MDWA.
julie@juleztravel.com
or
grayhatcreations@gmail.com
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MDWA Seeks Volunteers		
Get Involved! Join an MDWA committee!
We have a handful of openings!

As it goes with all areas of life, you get out of
MDWA what you put into it!

To truly experience the rewards of belonging to our
organization and to maximize your connections
with other women in the group, get involved on a
committee or in a program.
MDWA is 100% driven by its member volunteers
and its success is entirely dependent upon the
contributions of the women who choose to be
involved.

For information about a committee, click on
the link below for information on a specific
committee. Committee chairperson information is
listed on each committee page. Contact them for
more information!
See a complete listing of volunteer
opportunities:
https://middaywomensalliance.wildapricot.org/
Join-a-Committee

WILD (Women In Leadership Development)

MDWA provides 4 leadership workshops each year on leadership and professional development. Attendance to
these workshops is included in the annual dues to MDWA.

$25/workshop waiver ................................................................... Total Benefit: $100
Monthly Meetings

Members receive a discounted fee when registered at least 2 days before our monthly member meeting.

$5/month savings .............................................................................. Total Benefit: $60
Toastmasters

MDWA has its own Toastmasters International Chapter to empower our members to achieve their full potential by
improving their communication and leadership skills. Members have the opportunity to earn reimbursement of
their first year’s dues to Toastmasters by finishing the initial Toastmaster’s book within their first year. Members
can attend the State Convention for free.

$90/year ................................................................................................. Total Benefit: $90

FUSION Event

MDWA is a co-sponsor, with 20+ other organizations and companies, of this outstanding event that focuses on
enhancing the potential of Fox Cities area women. The national speakers are always excellent and inspiring! The
public has the ability to get tickets through MDWA sponsorship. Members receive a $5 savings on the ticket price.

Priceless.................................................................................................. Total Benefit: Priceless / $5

Mentoring Program

MDWA members have the privilege of participating in our mentoring program. Mentees are matched with a mentor
who has skills and experience in selected areas for focused discussion and support.

Priceless.................................................................................................. Total Benefit: Priceless
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MDWA Back When... 		
Black & Pink Ball donation walka-thon with Sheila Vetrone, Rhonda
Hannamann, Kimberly Lee, and Barb
Sexmith! We recieved many great
donations from Downtown Appleton
business owners! The 2017 recipient
was Habitat for Humanity’s Womans
Build (November 18, 2017).

Nevertheless, We Progress! 100 Years of Women’s Rights
the Facebook page by that name for the recorded Facebook
Live broadcast. You’ll learn more about why the 19th
Amendment only applied to white women, and how long it
took women of other races/ethnicities to have the right to
vote.
You’ll also find videos from some of the events from our
year-long celebration on the Centennial website (Videos
are under the About tab):
1. Women’s Suffrage Centennial Celebration
On Women’s Equality Day, Wednesday August 26, women
throughout the country celebrated the centennial of the
19th Amendment, which granted white women the right
to vote. Here in the Fox Cities, MDWA is a member of the
19th Amendment Centennial Celebration coalition along
with other women’s groups LWV, AAUW, Women’s Fund,
and Delta Sigma Theta sorority. With the pandemic, the
coalition held a virtual celebration on Women’s Equality
Day to mark the Centennial. You can view the proceedings
at www.HerVoiceHerVoteOurVictory.com, or just go to

Mission Statement

MDWA E-mail:

2. The Equal Rights Amendment

3. 19th Amendment Centennial Celebration Kick-off
More Information on Facebook:

Fox Valley 19th Amendment Centennial Celebration
Follow at @hervoicehervoteourvictory

middaywa@gmail.com

The mission of the Mid-Day Women’s
MDWA Website: middaywomensalliance@wildapricot.org
Alliance (MDWA) is to promote equity for
Mailing Address: PO Box 334, Appleton, WI 54912
all women and to develop their potential
through Networking, Advocacy, Mentoring,
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Educaiton, and Skill Building.
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