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Wed., Nov. 17, 11:30 AM – 1:00 PM • Butte des Morts Country Club
Find inspiration to stay
focused on your goals
when you hear the story
of Tammy Barlette,
Lieutenant Colonel
and Air Force fighter
pilot, at our November
17 event “Face Your
Challenges: Keep
a Mission-Focused
Mindset”.

Network and eat lunch
from 11:30-12:00, then
be inspired by Tammy’s
story and helpful
insights into staying
focused on the goal.
This event has both
in-person and virtual
participation, so you
can choose the most
convenient way to

attend! Register by
November 11 to receive
the early bird discount.
Register today:

https://
middaywomensalliance.
wildapricot.org/
event-4512528
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Lori Dibbs

Executive Board

Presidents’ Message

XXX

Who doesn’t LOVE fall? The crisp fall mornings have returned!

Co-Presidents
~ Mary Ann Bazile
~ Sara Mullen-Hornung

November is the month to HONOR and SALUTE our veterans
near and far! November 11th marks the date to do just that! It’s
never too late to thank women and men for their service to our
country.

Presidential Advisor
~ Sarah Coenen

Co-Vice Presidents-Programs
~ Kristin Bock
- Irene Strohbeen
Co-Vice Presidents-Membership
~ Tina Grenlie

We have EXCITING news! We are pairing with First Thursday
Womens Networking to bring more opportunities to connect!
First Thursday meets at 5:00 p.m. and rotates the Fox Cities local
businesses. THEN we have SPARK Networking on the second
Tuesday of the month from noon to 12:30 pm for a fast-paced
exchange of business information and supporting each other.

Secretary
~ Cathy Scott
Treasurer
~ Sue Wolf

Board Committees

Hailey Crowe

CeCelia Bos

Cellcom

BOS’ Optimal
Wellness

Finance

~ Sarah Coenen

Foundations

~ Vacancy

Legislative

~ Sandi Rohde 		

Bylaws

~ Kate Moody

Public
Relations

~ Candi Teachman

Social Media

~ Candi Teachman

MDWA Messenger
WILD		

~ Sara MullenHornung
~ Diane Jahnke

Mentoring

~ Traci Powell		

Newsletter Courtesy Of:

Networking

~ Becky Konshak

Sara Mullen-Hornung

Historian

~ Maureen O’Gara

Welcome

~ Laura Leedom
~ Nancy Davis

Sunshine

~ Brenda Rickert
~ Tina Grenlie

Entrepreneur

~ Irene Strohbeen
~ Traci Powell

Sara Mullen-Hornung

IT’S BACK... Join us for MDWA Morning Networking
on November 16th at 8:00 a.m. WATCH for our location
announcement coming soon. Need more? We have a MDWA
member networking Facebook page to stay connected when we
are not together.
Our November 17th program will be here before you know it!
Tammy Barlette will be ZOOMING in from Arizona! Tammy

Barlette, Lieutenant Colonel and Air Force fighter pilot, will be our
November 17 speaker for “Face Your Challenges: Keep a MissionFocused Mindset”. MDWA is offering this program as a hybrid this
month. Don’t forget to register!

• Graphic Design
• Web Design

• Logo Design

• Social Media &

Digital Marketing

• Printing

2 middaywomensalliance.wildapricot.org
2 I www.clintonvillewichamber.com

MaryAnn Bazile

Our bi-annual RETREAT returns after the holidays. Stay tuned for our
January 11th evening event and schedule.
Did you KNOW you are welcome to submit a copy of your business
card and/or personal/business announcements for the monthly MDWA
Messenger? Contact us for details.

• Illustration

CHEERS to another month packed full of information. Have a
wonderful Thanksgiving with family and friends!

• Photo Restoration

Sara and Mary Ann

• Promo Items
www.cambridgedesignprint.com

COMING SOON... We are revamping the MDWA website! Better
navigation, more photos, and a calendar packed full of events. Be
patient while our dust settles in the months to come.
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Member Spotlight – Kitty Johnson
Relationship Builder. Kitty Johnson
is a relationship builder in all she
does – as the Business Development
Specialist, Business Leader for CAP
Services, as Business Coach, as a
mother and grandmother, as a member
of MDWA – she is all about building
relationships, customer service,
helping people, and lifting women in
and into leadership roles!
At MDWA. We first met Kitty with
our Entrepreneur Grant Program,
which CAPS Services co-sponsors.
Kitty came into the Entrepreneur
Grant process representing CAP
Services as their Business Coach. She
played a critical role in developing
the grant process, determining the
selection criteria, and making a
decision of the grant recipient. As
soon as the grant recipient is selected,
Kitty works and mentors the grant
recipient in creating an operational
business plan with projections.

CAP Services. Kitty has worked with
CAP Services since 2008. In her role,
Kitty provides business coaching and
technical assistance to small business
owners, helps them rewrite their
business plans, including projections.
One of the services CAP Services
provides is underwriting loans, acting
as a lender to small business owners.
Kitty’s part in the loan process is to
do all the “legwork” by gathering the
information from the small business
owner and making recommendations
to CAP Services to approve a loan (or
not). Once a loan is approved and

MDWA Calendar

owners are experiencing.

made for the small business, Kitty
takes on the role of a business coach,
offering no-cost business coaching for
the life of the loan. She does all the
debt collecting for the loan, collects
yearly financial information from the
client, and keeps tabs on the progress
to see if there are other areas she can
help the owner. She says, “they are
stuck with her!”

Started her own business. Before
CAP services, Kitty started her own
business in 2006; she took a risk,
quit her job, and started a sales and
distribution company. She began
as a sole proprietorship and grew
the business into an LLC. Enter the
recession year of 2008, and Kitty says
she got “panicky with the economic
downturn and decided she needed to
find a job” – she found CAP Services
on a part-time basis but kept her
business going until 2009, when it was
dissolved.
“She gets it,” she says about
entrepreneurs and business owners
taking risks and working through
“tricky” economic conditions. Her
experience, she believes, makes her
a good business coach now because
she has lived through many of the
circumstances these small business

I www.clintonvillewichamber.com
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It started before her business
ownership - this passion of hers to
help others! It all started being a part
of a large family and living on a dairy
farm. Even before being a teenager,
Kitty would listen to her dad about
the expenses and bills (such as the
vet bills) and would suggest how to
handle these bills. Kitty shares that
her dad loved the land and the animals
(believes he was an animal whisperer)
but was not great at the bookkeeping
part! Kitty took bookkeeping in high
school and loved it, was involved in
the FBLA (Future Business Leaders
Association), and always looked for
entrepreneurs among her friends. A
degree from FVTC took her to work
in shipping and receiving, inventory
and receivables and payables, order
entries – everything for the business.
She ultimately worked as a sales
manager and was trained in multiple
businesses – small, medium, and
large.

Back to MDWA. Kitty started
with MDWA as a partner in the
entrepreneur grant. She has recently
brought her skills and experience
to this newsletter (she was a school
newspaper journalist) and the Public
Relations area. Relationship building
works in all of these areas!

• MDWA Lunch & Learn

Wednesday, November 3, 2021

11:30 AM – 1:00 PM • Via Zoom

Benefits of MDWA. Kitty sees
“Professional Leadership” as a
significant benefit to being a member
of MDWA. She also cites the
mentoring program as an excellent
benefit either as a mentee or mentor
and muses that the women of MDWA
are “really interested in who you are
and what you do; everyone is there to
welcomer you and help!”

Gramma. But her favorite role now
is that of gramma to 8 grandchildren.
She loves putting the kids first, believes
grandchildren can be spoiled “some or a
lot”– and that the parents (her children)
need to “simply understand that!” So she
and her hubby set up holiday egg hunts,
parties, Halloween fun, and throw a New
Year’s Eve party every year for the whole
family – all the kids get involved and
help; they eat, dance, sing, play games.
Family, community, relationships, lifting
people up, making memories, mentoring,
coaching...that sums up Kitty Johnson.
MDWA is so happy to have you in their
midst, Kitty!
Written by ~ M.A. Bazile

• First Thursday Women’s Networking

Thursday, November 4, 2021 • 313 in Kaukauna
5:00 PM – 7:00 PM

• SPARK Networking (Virtual)
Tuesday, November 9, 2021

12:00 PM – 12:30 PM • via Zoom

• MDWA Board Meeting

Wednesday, November 11, 2021
11:30 AM – 12:30 PM • Via Zoom

• Veterans Day

Thursday, November 11, 2021

• (It’s BACK) MDWA Morning Networking
Tuesday, November 16, 2021
8:00 AM – 9:00 AM • TBA

• Nov. Program: Tammy Barlette / Face Your
Challenges
Wednesday, November 17, 2021
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM • In Person and Virtual
Butte des Morts Country Club, Appleton

• Happy Thanksgiving

Thursday, November 25, 2021

• Black Friday

Friday, November 26, 2021

• Shop Small Saturday

Saturday, November 27, 2021
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Terra Fletcher – Do You Hobby?

Terra Fletcher discussed the
importance of “hobbying”
and how it makes us more
energized and productive.

AND Terra gave us
permission to create a “Not
to Do” list of things we
don’t enjoy doing but others
might. By delegating those
tasks, we help avoid burnout
and anxiety. Reflecting on
our schedules and aligning
them to make sure we are
spending quality time with
the important people in our
lives and not just giving
them our “tired hours”.

Held on Wedenesday, October 20, 2021

She also gave us permission
to keep a checklist of things
to do, including hobbying
and to take anything off that
is
• Not passionate for us
• Not really important to us
• We are not good at doing

Terra also inspired us to use
deadlines in our list as she
suggested, “deadlines are
sexy!”
fletcherconsulting.com
https://www.facebook.com/
fletcherconsulting

6 middaywomensalliance.wildapricot.org

MDWA
Messenger
/ November
Chamber
Connection
/ April 20182021
I 7

7

Anna Tennessen – Thank You for Your Service!

SAVE THE DATE • Angela Prestil
Wednesday, December 15, 2021
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM

Being able to think on your feet
and remain open to whatever may
come up is a key skill for anyone
serving the public, yet it can be
intimidating to approach someone
you don’t know and launch into
a conversation. Join us to stretch
your improv muscles and learn
how to build confidence and
flexibility. You’ll learn the benefits
of improv in a fun-filled session
plus take away games you can use
to reinforce these skills with your
team.
Angela Prestil, certified Credit
Union Development Educator
(CUDE), will be our guide
for this energized program for

December. She has more than 35
years of experience developing
and delivering innovative service
and sales solutions, leadership
coaching, train-the-trainer
programs, and staff development
initiatives, all with a focus on
“people helping people.”

WIIFM (What’s In It For Me)???
• Laughter—because during the
stressful month of December,
who couldn’t use a good laugh?
Laughter relieves stress, soothes
tension, and can even strengthen
your immune system!
• Instant connections—beyond
traditional networking;

• More confidence in meetings—
especially building upon other’s
ideas;

• Better listening skills—benefiting
both personal and professional
relationships.
And as a result of this session,
you’ll feel energized, awake, more
creative, and maybe even a bit
more playful: a perfect mid-day
break during a very busy month!

Plan to attend our monthly
program on Wednesday, December
15, 11:30 am - 1:00 pm to learn
from Angela Prestil. Look for the
announcement to register in your
email starting November 17!

Anna Tennessen Thank You
for Your Service!

• Wisconsin Army National Guard
• 2004-2011 • Cook & Chaplain
Assistant • Operation Iraqi Freedom

Anna reflects that in the military she
overcame more than she ever
thought she could with some
humility, hard work, and help from
above. Anna believes we are called
to live a life of freedom and you can
choose to use your freedom to serve
your selfish nature or you can use

your freedom to serve others in love.

Serving others in the military has
helped prepare her for motherhood
and also brought out some of the
buried stress of what it meant to take
care of others. Being a Chaplain
Assistant on a deployment to Iraq
meant she had a level of
responsibility for caring for others.
With each new little one, she had to
take time to process what it means to
take on responsibility for another life
and deal with the stress that

causes. However, Anna continue to
remind myself God’s grace got me
through deployment and each
pregnancy so far. She will continue
to provide the strength she need!
Anna is an MDWA member and
works on the Women in
Leadership (WILD) Committee or put MDWA member in the
caption somewhere and include
that she works with the Women in
Leadership (WILD) Committee at
the end... just to show we are
honoring one of our own member/
veterans.

IN NEED OF A HOME LOAN?
Contact us for your purchasing and refinancing options!

920.385.1220

www.TheLindaBusseTeam.com
TM

NMLS #132763 www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. 877.463.2610. WI #43972BA. This is not an offer for extension of credit or
a commitment to lend as defined by Section 12 CFR 1026.2 Regulation Z. Linda Busse, Sr Loan Officer/Branch Manager
NMLS: 248126 | WI: 12044. 2100 Omro Road, Suite L Oshkosh, WI 54904. 82201_2104
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MDWA Member Announcements

Tuesday, November 9, 2021
12 PM – 12:30 PM

Are you looking for a convenient way to reach women
in the Fox Cities area? Our Spark Networking is a
great way to connect and create impactful connections
among other busy ladies.

Thursday, November 4, 2021
5:00 PM – 7:00 PM

The First Thursday Women’s Networking Group
meets the first Thursday of every month to network
with other women in the Fox Cities Community.

Register today for an opportunity to join us!

Don’t forget your business cards. Bring a friend or
two. Everyone is welcome.

https://middaywomensalliance.wildapricot.org/
event-4508952

www.facebook.com/



Congratulations Anna T.
and her husband!

Location: 313 in Kaukauna, WI

FirstThursdayWomensNetworking

At times our own light goes out and is rekindled by a spark from another person.
~ Albert Schweitzer

NOV. 27, 2021
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MDWA Women First Business Directory
https://middaywomensalliance.wildapricot.org/Women-First

Sunday, November 7 • 2 am

Programs Needs YOU!

The Programs VPs are looking for a few willing
volunteers to help with all the tasks required to
produce and announce our monthly programs. No
skills are necessary, although some experience
with PowerPoint or other presentation software is
a plus. The only requirement is a willingness to
learn and help: We will train you on how to use
Wild Apricot, our website and registration system,
so you’ll learn valuable skills that can be applied
elsewhere!

Follow MDWA On the Go !!!
MDWA Website:
middaywomensalliance.wildapricot.org

Contact Irene Strohbeen ibstrohbeen@
new.rr.com or Kristin Bock kristin@
bodylanguageblueprints.com to learn more or to
volunteer.

MDWA Facebook:
@MidDayWomensAlliance
MDWA Networking Facebook:
@Mid-Day Women’s Alliance Networking Group
MDWA NEW Toastmasters Facebook:
@MDWANEWTMClub
MDWA YouTube:
MiddayWomen
MDWA LinkedIn:
www.linkedin.com/groups/3941801/
MDWA Twitter:
@MidDayWomen
12 middaywomensalliance.wildapricot.org
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Facebook Shuts
Down Face
Recognition,
Deletes Data

THANK YOU Gina Glover

WILD (Women in Leadership Development) event held
on Tuesday, October 26, 2021.
Thank you Gina Glover, owner, and consultant for
Gina Connects, for an engaging workshop on Career
Conversations. Gina discussed communication skills we
all need to move ahead in our careers. She also taught
us to reflect on our values and gave us an evaluation
tool to help prepare us for our next career phase, be it
with the same organization or otherwise. Examples of
criteria she had us use to reflect upon what we need,
what we have, and consider the gap include 1) Am I in
a career or on a career path that I chose with intention?
2) Do I feel fully engaged in the work I currently do?.
Participants enjoyed a meaningful conversation with
Gina on reflection and conversations. Contact Gina
Glover • Facebook@ ginagloverspeaks • https://
www.ginaconnects.com/

Tues., Jan. 11th
Evening


NOTE: No
Board Meeting

Wed., Jan. 12th


I www.clintonvillewichamber.com
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Who are we and what we do to
empower women...

Wednesday, November 3, 2021
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM

Come learn about the opportunities that Mid-Day
Women’s Alliance has for you, and how we serve
our communities.
Everyone is welcome whether you’re a new
member, established member, or not a member
at all.
We meet in a smaller room on the main level
at Butte des Morts... turn left at the bottom of
the staircase when you come in and follow the
hallway to the end - Fairway Room on left.

MENLO PARK, Calif. (AP) —
Facebook said it will shut down its
face-recognition system and delete
the faceprints of more than 1 billion
people.
“This change will represent one of
the largest shifts in facial recognition
usage in the technology’s history,”
said a blog post Tuesday from Jerome
Pesenti, vice president of artificial
intelligence for Facebook’s new
parent company, Meta. “More than
a third of Facebook’s daily active
users have opted in to our Face
Recognition setting and are able to
be recognized, and its removal will
result in the deletion of more than

a billion people’s individual facial
recognition templates.”
He said the company was trying to
weigh the positive use cases for the
technology “against growing societal
concerns, especially as regulators
have yet to provide clear rules.”
Facebook’s about-face follows its
Thursday announcement that it was
renaming itself Meta in order to
focus on building technology for
what it envisions as the next iteration
of the internet -- the “metaverse.”
The company is also facing perhaps
its biggest public relation crisis to
date after leaked documents from
whistleblower Frances Haugen
showed that it has known about the
harms its products cause and often
did little or nothing to mitigate them.

their faces recognized by the social
network’s system. That’s about 640
million people. But Facebook has
recently begun scaling back its use of
facial recognition after introducing it
more than a decade ago.

The company in 2019 ended its
practice of using face recognition
software to identify users’ friends in
uploaded photos and automatically
suggesting they “tag” them. Facebook
was sued in Illinois over the tag
suggestion feature.

Some U.S. cities have moved to ban
the use of facial recognition software
by police and other municipal
departments. In 2019, San Francisco
became the first U.S. city to outlaw
the technology, which has long
alarmed privacy and civil liberties
advocates. By MATT O’BRIEN
More than a third of Facebook’s daily and BARBARA ORTUTAY AP
active users have opted in to have
Technology Writers – Nov. 2 , 2021

(Use the entrance on South Bluemound Drive GPS directions may not take you to the correct
entrance)
Registration is CLOSED – The next Lunch &
Learn will be on February 3, 2022

We are currently revamping our website!
Some things may have temporarily disappeared or moved.

We appreciate your patience as we improve to better serve you.
MDWA
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20201515

Wisconsin Women’s Business Initiative Corporation (WWBIC)
Strong Women,
Strong Coffee

WWBIC encourages business
professionals and entrepreneurs
to build meaningful connections.
Fueled by caffeine and passion,
this free webinar will feature a live
interview with a strong woman who
has achieved success in business or
entrepreneurship.

her bachelor’s degree in Science
with an emphasis on dietetics and
psychology.
https://www.wwbic.com/events/
virtual-strong-women-strongcoffee-1110/

“Cup of Joe” Event
Thurs., Nov. 18, 2021
8:00 AM – 9:00 AM

Wed., Dec. 1, 2021
8:00 AM – 9:00 AM

Wed., Nov. 10, 2021
8:00 AM – 9:00 AM

Join us September 29th for Strong
Women, Strong Coffee featuring
Kelly Renz

Join us November 10th for Strong
Women, Strong Coffee featuring
Bridgett Wilder...

Kelly Renz is a lifelong
entrepreneur with 25+ years of
experience in executive positions
leading sales, operations and
human resources for companies
Bridgett Wilder is a Widowed
ranging from $1M in revenue to
Mother of 9 children, CEO
$1.5B. She is one of only 100
of Perseverance Health and
certified Pinnacle® Business
Wellness Nutrition Consultation
Guides in the world and is a
Services LLC., Dietitian, Author,
national speaker who often leads
and Motivational Speaker. As a
discussions and presentations
Dietitian, she uses her knowledge about mission-critical topics such
to help her clients improve their
as talent practices, leadership, and
overall nutritional health outcomes business effectiveness. Register
by teaching the concepts of
on the next column...
nutrition and psychology. Bridgett
https://www.wwbic.com/events/
Wilder is a graduate of Mount
Mary University where she earned virtual-strong-women-strongI www.clintonvillewichamber.com
16 16 middaywomensalliance.wildapricot.org

Brian Lee, APR, is the president
of Revelation PR, Advertising
& Social Media and Revelation
Events as well as a part-time
instructor on social media and
an entrepreneur-in-residence
at Madison Area Technical
College. He has been named to
InBusiness Magazine’s “40 Under
40” list and as PRSA-Madison’s
Communicator of the Year, while
Revelation has earned a Dane
County Small Business Award.
A serial entrepreneur, Brian is
the editor-in-chief of Madison
Startups, an online publication
that covers startup news in town.
He also runs EatDrinkMadison.
com, a Madison, Wis., restaurant
and bar guide that is searchable
by amenities, and he hosted
a restaurant TV show on the
local CW affiliate called “Open
Seating.”

https://www.wwbic.com/events/
cup-of-joe-1118/
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MDWA Back When... Old Glory Honor Flight
Program Luncheon was held on November 23, 2018

Mission Statement

MDWA E-mail:

middaywa@gmail.com

The mission of the Mid-Day Women’s
MDWA Website: middaywomensalliance.wildapricot.org
Alliance (MDWA) is to promote equity for
all women and to develop their potential
Mailing Address: PO Box 334, Appleton, WI 54912
through Networking, Advocacy, Mentoring,
Design / Layout: Sara Mullen-Hornung / Cambridge
Education, and Skill Building. (NAMES)
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