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Wed., Dec. 15, 11:30 AM – 1:00 PM • Butte des Morts Country Club
Being able to think on
your feet and remain open
to whatever may come up
is a key skill for anyone
serving the public, yet it
can be intimidating to
approach someone you
don’t know and launch
into a conversation.
Come join us to stretch
your improv muscles

and learn how to build
confidence and flexibility.
You’ll learn the benefits
of improv in a fun-filled
session plus take away
games you can use to
reinforce these skills with
your team.
WIIFM (What’s In It For
Me) ???

• Laughter—because
during the stressful
month of December,
who couldn’t use a good
laugh? Laughter relieves
stress, soothes tension,
and can even strengthen
your immune system!
Cont. on Pg. 12
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Presidents’ Message

Executive Board
Co-Presidents
~ Mary Ann Bazile
~ Sara Mullen-Hornung
Presidential Advisor
~ Sarah Coenen

Co-Vice Presidents-Programs
~ Kristin Bock
~ Irene Strohbeen
Co-Vice Presidents-Membership
~ Tina Grenlie
Secretary
~ Cathy Scott
Treasurer
~ Sue Wolf

SAVE THE DATE

MDWA Galentine’s Day Event

Mon., Feb. 7th • 6:00 PM

Xe54 • 1350 W American Dr., Neenah, WI

Board Committees
Finance

~ Sarah Coenen

Foundations

~ Vacancy

Legislative

~ Sandi Rohde 		

Bylaws

~ Kate Moody

Public
Relations

~ Candi Teachman

Social Media

~ Candi Teachman

MDWA Messenger
			
WILD		

~ Sara MullenHornung
~ Diane Jahnke

Mentoring

~ Traci Powell		

Networking

~ Becky Konshak

Historian

~ Maureen O’Gara

Welcome

~ Laura Leedom
~ Nancy Davis

Sunshine
		

~ Brenda Rickert
~ Tina Grenlie

Entrepreneur

~ Irene Strohbeen
~ Traci Powell

Mary Ann Bazile

What is Galentine’s Day?

Galentine’s Day is a day dedicated to celebrating the wonderful
female friendships in your life! This special day is an unofficial
holiday, but one that is fun to celebrate nonetheless.
Sometimes people celebrate on any date in February out of
convenience, but the 13th of February is the official date of
Galentine’s Day.
Tickets Coming SOON!

Newsletter Courtesy Of:
Sara Mullen-Hornung

• Graphic Design
• Web Design

• Logo Design

• Social Media &

Digital Marketing

• Printing

• Illustration

• Promo Items
www.cambridgedesignprint.com
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• Photo Restoration

Sara Mullen-Hornung

We say something similar each month – where does the time go?
But this being the last newsletter of the calendar year 2021 is just
crazy!
Where did 2021 go? Reviewing our activities gives us a clue as
to where the time went – we were busy (and have plans to be even
busier for 2022 – hang on!).
Keeping our North star term “NAMES” pointed forward
(N=Networking, A=Advocacy, M=Mentoring, E=Education,
S=Skills building), we re-aligned most of our activities to either
an in-person platform or a virtual-only platform. In addition, we
provided a hybrid (in-person and virtual) option for others.
Programs. In July 2021, we broke loose (from the pandemic!) and
started presenting our monthly programs in a face-to-face format
again. We realized early into our in-person return that this format
was welcomed but not preferred by all our members. So, we began
to provide a format for our members to attend monthly programs
either in person or via Zoom, tested this option in September,
and rolled it out in October. We made changes based on feedback
from virtual attendees, brought in a technical & audio expert,
and produced an almost perfect November program via hybrid.
Progress! Kudos to our Programs Committee for consistently
delivering quality program experiences amid all the format trials!
Board Meetings. We learned that it is more efficient and
convenient for Board Meetings to stay virtual (no travel, no meal
purchase expectations.) We held our June retreat virtually, did
bingo and whiteboards; all that good stuff honed our virtual
meeting skills. Our next Board Retreat will be on January 11 at
our friend Sue Lamer’s venue, Grand Meridian. This retreat will
be in-person.
Networking. We are in the midst of again offering networking
face-to-face hosted by Ann Thielman, (3rd Tuesday 8:00–9:00
am), virtually - SPARK hosted by Becky Konshak (1st Tuesday
from 12:00–12:30 pm via Zoom), and have moved to again
collaborate with First Thursday Fox Cities networking in person.
We are facilitating in-person and virtual networking ½ hour
before each monthly program – looking for virtual and in-person
hosts for this ½ hour.
WILD Workshops. have stayed virtual through 2021 but are
planning the next two workshops (February and May 2022) to be
again in-person and possibly a hybrid, depending on the venue.
Mentoring. starts in January 2022, and according to Traci Powell,
will be offered both in-person and virtual depending on the
preferences of the mentor/mentee pairs.
We are starting anew. We stayed “in the loop” during 2021
and are enthusiastically working on new activities, formats, and
deliveries for 2022. 		
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MDWA Calendar

Presidents’ Message Cont. from Pg. 3

Thursday, December 2, 2021 • Mad Apple
5:30 PM – 7:00 PM

February 7 – Galantines Day Event, a
wine and chocolate event with net proceeds
going to our entrepreneur grant for 2022 and
scheduled at Xe54 owned by Pamela Barnes,
member’s choice awardee for entrepreneur in
2020.

• MDWA Board Meeting

Intern for Newsletter. In January, Sara

• First Thursday Women’s Networking

Wednesday, December 8, 2021
11:30 AM – 12:30 PM • via Zoom

• SPARK Networking (Virtual)
Tuesday, December 14, 2021
12:00 PM – 12:30 PM • via Zoom

• (It’s BACK) MDWA Morning Networking

Tuesday, December 21, 2021
8:00 AM – 9:00 AM • The Mad Apple
3025 W College Ave, Appleton, WI
Mary Ann Bazile & Sara M-H will treat to coffee/tea!

• Dec. Program: Improv in the Workplace
Speaker: Angela Prestil
Wednesday, December 15, 2021
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM • In Person
Butte des Morts Country Club, Appleton, WI

• First Thursday Women’s Networking

Networking – MDWA & First Thursday
Tues., Dec. 21st, 2021
8:00 – 9:00 AM

Mid-Day Women’s Alliance brought back morning
networking! Our morning networking in November
was wonderful with almost 15 ladies. Mary Ann
Bazile and Sara Mullen-Hornung treated everyone
to coffee and/or tea! Breakfast was available if you
chose to eat.

Mullen-Hornung, editor for the Messenger,
MDWA’s newsletter, will welcome a writing
intern, Claire Olson, who is attending the
University of Minnesota for English with an
emphasis in creative writing. More details to
come.

Join us in December for more connections and free
coffee and/or tea again provided by Mary Ann and
Sara M-H.

A search for Women of Distinction is
again underway, as are more fundraising
opportunities.

3025 W College Ave, Appleton, WI
Register: https://middaywomensalliance.

AND we have new members and
corporate memberships who are bringing

wildapricot.org/event-4591390

us creative ideas for activities and ways to
strengthen our incredible organization. Kudos
to Membership and Welcome!

Happy Holidays to All!
Mary Ann and Sara,
MDWA Co-Presidents

Thursday, January 6, 2022 • Location: TBA

• MDWA Board Retreat

Thursday, January 11, 2022 • Grand Meridian
2621 N Oneida St., Appleton, WI

Tues., Dec. 14th, 2021

• MDWA Lunch & Learn – Save the Date

Would you like to network and connect with other
women business professionals and business owners,
but just can’t find the time?

12 – 12:30 PM

Wednesday, February 2, 2022
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM • Grand Meridian (NEW)
2621 N Oneida St., Appleton, WI

Every second Tuesday, we offer 30-minute
networking so you can increase your reach without
using a lot of time.
This event is also FREE, so invite a friend and join
us at our next event!
Register: https://middaywomensalliance.
wildapricot.org/event-4508961

• MDWA Galentine’s Day Event
Save the Date

Monday, February 7, 2022
6:00 PM – 9:00 PM • Xe54 Wine Bar
1350 W American Dr., Neenah, WI

I www.clintonvillewichamber.com
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Thurs., Dec. 2nd, 2021
NEW 6:00 – 8:00 PM

The First Thursday Women’s Networking Group
meets the first Thursday of every month to network
with other women in the Fox Cities Community.
Don’t forget your business cards. Bring a friend or
two. Everyone is welcome.
3025 W College Ave, Appleton, WI
More Information / Updates: www.facebook.com/
FirstThursdayWomensNetworking
Chamber
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Tammy Barlette – Keep A Mission-Focused Mindset

Tammy Barlette, a retired
Lieutenant Colonel, and Air
Force fighter pilot, shared
stories of triumph, struggle,
and courage with us during
our November 17 program.
Coming to us from the
Phoenix, AZ area, Tammy
highlighted the importance
of a mission-focused
mindset, explaining that
we need to shift our focus
away from challenging
circumstances and see
the big picture despite the
obstacles and trials we face.
She likened this mindset to
one as if we were bailing
out of a jet as a last-ditch
effort and how we can
approach life’s challenges
with that same tenacious
mindset.
6 middaywomensalliance.wildapricot.org

Held on Wedenesday, November 17, 2021

She also taught us PEZ.

P = Prepare
For the unexpected, get in
the Zone and focus forward.
Failure to prepare for the
most likely things to happen
can be catastrophic.

E = Enemy
Within & Emotionally Wise.
We can’t pretend; don’t be
circumstance-focused; be
sure emotions do not take
control – don’t fall into the
imposter syndrome.
Z = Zone
Get in the Zone and focus
FORWARD! Lean on those
you trust and who believe in
you.
www.athenasvoiceusa.com
MDWA
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MDWA Lunch & Learn – Held On November 3, 2021
MDWA Lunch & Learn

MDWA January Program
Brand New Year, “BRAND” New You:

The Lunch & Learn (LNL) event on November 3
was attended by 12 people including six guests. It
is a great way to get more information about MidDay. The next LNL will be 2/2/22 at 11:30 am at the
Grand Meridian on Oneida Street, Appleton, WI.

Finding and Refining Your Personal Leadership
Brand
Have you thought about what your personal
brand conveys or how it is perceived by others?
Are these perceptions in good alignment? Is
leadership a part of your personal brand?
To kick off the New Year, our January program
will provide you with the tools to address how
to understand your personal brand and how well
it represents you, your beliefs, and your
approach to leadership.

WIIFM (What’s In It For Me)?
1. Discover the top 10 characteristics of a 		
great leader;
2. Assess your current leadership brand;
3. Determine if you are a formal or informal
leader;
4. Identify leadership skills your might want
to develop to improve your effectiveness;
5. Implement an personal leadership plan to
prioritize your leadership goal development.

Tues., Jan. 11th • 5:30 – 8:00 PM
Grand Meridian • 2621 N Oneida Street
Appleton, WI
NOTE: No Board Meeting • Wed., Jan. 12th

To gain these valuable benefits, make plans now
to attend our monthly program on Wednesday,
January 19, 11:30 am - 1:00 pm to learn all
this and more from our own Diane Jahnke, chair
of WILD (Women in Leadership Development).
Look for the announcement in your Inbox
starting on December 15th!

IN NEED OF A HOME LOAN?
Contact us for your purchasing and refinancing options!

920.385.1220

www.TheLindaBusseTeam.com
TM

NMLS #132763 www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. 877.463.2610. WI #43972BA. This is not an offer for extension of credit or
a commitment to lend as defined by Section 12 CFR 1026.2 Regulation Z. Linda Busse, Sr Loan Officer/Branch Manager
NMLS: 248126 | WI: 12044. 2100 Omro Road, Suite L Oshkosh, WI 54904. 82201_2104
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MDWA Giving: Grant Program
During this season of giving, remember the Mid-Day
Women’s Alliance as your organization of choice. Make a
donation to our MDWA entrepreneurship grant program
to help us strengthen our future women leaders.
* Donate Today: https://www.womensfundfvr.org
(Select DONATE link on the right of the homepage.)
* Designation: MDWA Entrepreneurship Grant Program

We are currently revamping our website!
Some things may have temporarily disappeared or moved.

We appreciate your patience as we improve to better serve you.

Questions? Contact Us! middaywa@gmail.com

MDWA Women First Business Directory

December Program Cont. from Cover

https://middaywomensalliance.wildapricot.org/Women-First

Programs Needs YOU!

The Programs VPs are looking for a few willing
volunteers to help with all the tasks required to produce
and announce our monthly programs. No skills are
necessary, although some experience with PowerPoint
or other presentation software is a plus. The only
requirement is a willingness to learn and help. We will
train you on how to use Wild Apricot, our website and
registration system, so you’ll learn valuable skills that
can be applied elsewhere!
Contact Irene Strohbeen ibstrohbeen@new.rr.com or
Kristin Bock kristin@bodylanguageblueprints.com
to learn more or to volunteer.


10 middaywomensalliance.wildapricot.org
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• Instant connections—beyond traditional
networking;
• More confidence in meetings—especially building upon other’s ideas;
• Better listening skills—benefiting both
personal and professional relationships.
And as a result of this session, you’ll feel
energized, awake, more creative, and
maybe even a bit more playful: a perfect
mid-day break during a very busy month!
Angela Prestil, certified Credit Union
Development Educator (CUDE), will be
our guide for this energizing program for
December. She has more than 35 years of
experience developing and delivering innovative service and sales solutions, leadership coaching, train-the-trainer programs,
and staff development initiatives, all with a
focus on “people helping people.”
Registration: https://middaywomensalliance.wildapricot.org/event-4489403
MDWA
Messenger
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SAVE THE DATE
February 2, 2022

MDWA Member Announcements

Come learn about the opportunities that Mid-Day
Women’s Alliance has for you, and how we serve our
communities.
Everyone is welcome whether you’re a new member,
established member, or not a member at all.
NEW The Grand Meridian • 2621 N Oneida St.,
Appleton, WI.

https://middaywomensalliance.wildapricot.org/
event-4441337

SMALL BUSINESS HELP IS HERE

Loan MONEY
Grant MONEY
MONEY questions
CAP can help you get
financing to start a new
business or support the
growing needs of an
existing business.
We're also here to answer
your business questions.

Follow MDWA On the Go !!!
MDWA Website:
middaywomensalliance.wildapricot.org

Contact us TODAY
Kitty Johnson
920-209-1384
kjohnson@capmail.org

ats
Congr
Ann!

I will be collecting socks at our
December 15th meeting, and also the
night of the Legislative Movie Night on
December 13th.

I would like socks for adults, medium
size (8-10) and larger ones. Any color or
fabric will do. But they should be like
tube socks/athletic type socks. Homeless
people are most in need of socks. They
will go to the Pillars Homeless Shelter.
~ Cindy Carter

MDWA Facebook:
@MidDayWomensAlliance
MDWA Networking Facebook:
@Mid-Day Women’s Alliance Networking Group
MDWA NEW Toastmasters Facebook:
@MDWANEWTMClub
MDWA YouTube:
MiddayWomen
MDWA LinkedIn:
www.linkedin.com/groups/3941801/
MDWA Twitter:
@MidDayWomen
I www.clintonvillewichamber.com
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MDWA Legislative Movie Night

We will meet to review a movie of interest to
our legislative committee. All are welcome!
We will be watching the 105 minute
documentary movie LFG The Movie.

When the goal is bigger than the game. Follow
the U.S. Women’s National Soccer Team in
their pursuit for pay equity and justice.
You may know them as record-breakers. Now
learn why they’re game-changers.

Wed., Dec. 15th • 5:30 – 8 PM

Xe54 Wine Bar • 1350 W American Dr., Neenah
Register: https://middaywomensalliance.
wildapricot.org/event-4580443

I www.clintonvillewichamber.com
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From CNN Films #LFGTheMovie is now
streaming on HBO Max! http://bit.ly/WM_
LFG

Please let Sandi know if you need to CANCEL
if your plans change. We hope to see many of
you there!
Sandi Rohde rohde.sandi@gmail.com
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Wisconsin Women’s Business Initiative Corporation (WWBIC)
Strong Women,
Strong Coffee

What is WWBIC?

WWBIC encourages business
professionals and entrepreneurs
to build meaningful connections.
Fueled by caffeine and passion,
this free webinar will feature a live
interview with a strong woman who
has achieved success in business or
entrepreneurship.

as talent practices, leadership, and
business effectiveness.
https://www.wwbic.com/events/
virtual-strong-women-strongcoffee-1201/

MDWA Back When... Civil Discourse in the Workplace
Program Luncheon was held on June 20, 2019
Amanda Stuck, Representative for the 57th
Assembly District (Appleton); Ann Mielke,
Adjunct Social Sciences faculty at Moraine
Park Tech, Owner of Mielkeway Educational
Services; Karen Nelson, City of Appleton
Diversity and Inclusion Coordinator; Rebecca
Kellner, Risk & Compliance Officer, Associated Benefits and Risk Counsulting; Tim Hanna,
Mayor of the City of Appleton

WWBIC is a leading innovative
statewide economic development
corporation that’s been “Putting
Dreams to Work” since 1987.

We open the doors of opportunity
by providing targeted individuals
who are interested in starting,
strengthening or expanding
businesses with access to critical
resources such as responsible
financial products and quality
business and financial education.

We focus on individuals who face
barriers in accessing traditional
financing or resources in pursuit
of their dreams and economic
well-being … in particular women,
people of color, veterans and lowincome individuals.
Every day we work hard to achieve
our social goal of improving
the economic well-being of
individuals by advancing inclusive
entrepreneurship and facilitating
self-sufficiency strategies.
WWBIC is an equal opportunity
provider.

Contact WWBIC: NE Wisconsin
1191 N. Casaloma Drive
Appleton, WI
920-944-2700

Wed., Dec. 15, 2021
8:00 AM – 9:00 AM

Speaker to be announced.

Watch the WWBIC website for
speaker update here.

Wed., Dec. 1, 2021
8:00 AM – 9:00 AM

Join us September 29th for Strong
Women, Strong Coffee featuring
Kelly Renz
Kelly Renz is a lifelong
entrepreneur with 25+ years of
experience in executive positions
leading sales, operations and
human resources for companies
ranging from $1M in revenue to
$1.5B. She is one of only 100
certified Pinnacle® Business
Guides in the world and is a
national speaker who often leads
discussions and presentations
about mission-critical topics such

I www.clintonvillewichamber.com
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“Cup of Joe” Event
Thurs., Dec. 9, 2021
8:00 AM – 9:00 AM

Speaker to be announced.

Watch the WWBIC website for
speaker update here.

https://www.wwbic.com/events/
cup-of-joe-1209/

Mission Statement

The mission of the Mid-Day Women’s
Alliance (MDWA) is to promote equity for
all women and to develop their potential
through Networking, Advocacy, Mentoring,
Education, and Skill Building. (NAMES)

MDWA E-mail:

middaywa@gmail.com

MDWA Website: middaywomensalliance.wildapricot.org
Mailing Address: PO Box 334, Appleton, WI 54912
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